
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Preface 

In the summer of 1939, six months after the 
discovery of uranium fission, American newspapers 
and magazines openly discussed the prospect of 
atomic energy. However, most American physicists 
doubted that atomic energy or atomic bombs were 
realistic possibilities. 

October 11, 1939, President Roosevelt reads a letter 
from Albert Einstein warning him of the dangers of 
Nazi research into uranium fission. 

For the next two years, official skepticism continued 
to stall U.S. research efforts. A large-scale U.S. 
atomic project did not begin until December 6, 1941, 
one day before the bombing of Pearl Harbor. It 
became the "Manhattan" Project in August 1942.  

In 1943 the Manhattan Project, built Los Alamos in 
the Sangria de Cristo Mountains, a U.S. crash 
program to develop an atomic bomb. 

August 6, 1945 - "Little Boy" a uranium bomb was 
dropped over Hiroshima Japan. August 9, 1945 - "Fat 
Man" was detonated over Nagasaki Japan ending 
World War II. 
  
August 1999 – At MD Anderson Cancer Center Dr. 
Martin Korbling said to me, "This country – with 
a dynamic leader – within three to five years 
– we could have the cure for cancer." 
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